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Executive Board 
President: Steve Chen,646-625-9910 
Vice President:  Donal Peterson, 631-827-
1810                    
Treasurer: Joan Mahoney, 631-667-5339 
Secretary: Marianne Sangesland,631-680-
5895 
Membership Secretary: Conni Still, 631-472-
1760 
Education Director: Grace Mehl,  631-724-
5053 
Outreach Director: Rick Cannone, 631-445-
6266                  
Programs Director: Moira Alexander,  631-
265-8249                                    
Immediate Past President/Director: George 
Schramm,  631-580-4572 
                   
 
                                                       

Committees 
Hospitality: Nancy Hall and Volunteers on 
rotating basis  
BEELINE Editor: Conni Still, 631-472-1760 
Webmaster: George Schramm, 631-580-4572 
Librarians:Ed Mirasol 631-979-0249 
Club Photographer Phyllis Stein 
Visit the club web site at: 
www.LongIslandBeekeepers.Org 
 

Next Meeting:February 23, 
2020 
 At Sisters of St. Joseph Convent, Brentwood 
1:00 PM  101 Grace Mehl 
2:00 PM David Peck - Tom Seeley's 
Research-  The Way Bees Live in Nature / The 
Evolution of Mite Resistance  - MEETING 
BRENTWOOD 
Coffee and snacks will be from 1:30 -2:00 
 Club meeting will start promptly at 2pm 
 
Board Meeting: February 11, at home of Conni 
Still, 82 Stephen Road, Bayport 
 
MASTER BEEKEEPERS LIST 
Moira Alexander,Smithtown………..631-265-8249 
Peter Bizzoso, Manorville ................ ..631-874-4750 
Rich Blohm, Huntington .................. ..631-271-7812 
Steve Chen*,Holbrook……………...646-625-9910 
Carl Flatow,Oceanside………………516-510-6227 
Walter Goldschmidts,Lloyd  Harbor.301-613-0001 
Chris Kelly,Mattituck……………….631-275-5786 
Deborah  Klughers,EastHampto……631-377-1943  
Ray Lackey 
Joan Mahoney,N.Babylon……….….631-667-5339 

The “BEELINE” LONG ISLAND BEEKEEPERS 

CLUB, INC. 
Keeping Bees on Long Island Since 1949 

 February 2020 
 



Grace Mehl,Smithtown………..……631-724-5053 
Fred Munzer, Dix Hills .................... ..631-243-3512 
Max Riedener, West Islip…....………631-669-5632 
Marianne Sangesland,Smithtown..…631-680-5895 
Miguel Valentin, Ronkonkoma …….631-588-6102 
Wayne Vitale, Setaulket……………..631-675-0302 
Neal Wechsler,Lindenhurst…………631-957-7136 
 
*EAS and Cornell Master Beekeepers Program 
Master Beekeepers are certified beekeepers who have a 
detailed knowledge of honey bee biology, expertise in 
the proper practices of beekeeping, and can present this 
information to the beekeeping and non-beekeeping 
public in a detailed, accurate, clear and authoritative 
manner.  
Master Beekeepers provide education and assistance to 
beginning beekeepers and serve in other capacities in 
the community as experts in beekeeping. The Master 
Beekeeper program was developed by Dr. Roger A. 
Morse at Cornell University. The program has been 
expanded by the Eastern Apicultural Society of North 
America to other areas. 
You can learn more about the Master Beekeeper 
Program by visiting the Eastern Apicultural Society 
website: http://www.easternapiculture.org/master-
beekeepers/certification.html 
- 
President’s Message:

 
 Hi Everyone, 
We had a wonderful Beekeeping 102 class 
today. Thanks to everyone's hard work, 
especially Grace and Moira for taking care 
of everything. 
Thanks also, of course, to Marianne, Wayne, 
Roy, Andrew (who was caught on a candid 
camera for not paying full attention to one of 
the speakers), and Joan for helping out. I 
thought there was a lot of 
great information shared with the students 

and many good questions from them in 
return as well. 
See you all at the club meeting next Sunday. 
Steve 
 

From the Editor’s Desk 
 Conni Still 

 

  
Our January meeting in our new venue was 
a full house, requiring bringing additional 
tables and chairs. Ninety three members 

signed in, if you didn’t sign in you alter our 
statistics, please don’t forget and get a name 
tag too. We had lots of members renew their 
dues and some new members signed up too. 

New members, be prepared to stand up at 
the February meeting to be officially 

welcomed to the club! 
 

DUES FOR 2020 ARE DUE!  
   Annual dues are $35.Please be prepared to 
bring your check or EXACT cash to the next 
meeting to avoid a long line. Or even better  
PLEASE send a check payable to LIBC to 
Conni Still at 82 Stephen Road, Bayport, 

NY 11705, go to the club website 
Longislandbeekeepers.org and use  

PAYPAL,   
Any member who does not pay their dues 

will not receive future newsletters nor have 
free advertising in future newsletters, Also 
please update your copy for your ads. Send 

your information to Moira Alexander at 
ramoi@aol.com and put LIBC classified 

ads in the subject line.  
 



LIBC Meeting Schedule for 
2020 

NOTE: The meetings are the fourth Sunday of 
the month at Sisters of St. Joseph Convent in 

Brentwood 
February 23rd - David Peck - Tom Seeley's 
Research-  The Way Bees Live in Nature / The 
Evolution of Mite Resistance  - MEETING 
BRENTWOOD 
 
March 22nd - Dewy Caron - Topic to be 
announced  - BRENTWOOD 
 
April 26th - Emma Mullins - Topic to be 
announced  - SANDS POINT 
 
May 24th -  Hands On In Hive Education 7 
Locations - Hive Locations and Teachers to be 
Announced 
 
June 28th  - 3 - 5 Master beekeepers with topics 
to be discussed  BRENTWOOD 
 
July 26th - Club Picnic - SMITHTOWN BRUSH 
BARN 
 
August 23rd __________________________ 
BRENTWOOD 
 
September 27th  Honey 
Judging             BRENTWOOD 
 
October 25th        Honey 
Tasting              BRENTWOOD 
 
November 22nd - Jamie Ellis  The Incredible 
NUC 
 
December 6th or 13th Christmas Party... 
 

 
         See Conni to pay your 2020 dues of 
$35- 
         Always looking for snacks for 
the Hospitality Table- 
         See Joan if you are looking to 
purchase a club t-shirt- 
         Please return all library books...All 
donations of books for our lending library 
are  appreciated- 
         Looking for a new LIBC logo design 
for club baseball hats for spring - see Joan 

         3 club... 2 frame extractors are 
available for $10 rental for winter honey 
extraction.- See Moira or Rick- 
 

Directions to Sisters of St. Joseph, 

Brentwood 

1725 Brentwood Road, Brentwood 

The entrance is right across from 5th 

Avenue on Brentwood Road. Pass the 

guard station and look for the signs that 

direct you towards Building 2. Stay to the 

right and pass the building called Maria 

Regina.... 

There are many ways to enter the property 

but the other gates may be locked on a 

Sunday Morning. 

It is with deep sympathy that we tell 

you of the death of Cathy, sister of 

Grace Mehl. Cathy used to come to 

our meetings and welcome the 

members with her sweet smile. Our 

sincere condolences to Grace and 

their family.  May Cathy rest in 

peace.  

 

It is with great sadness that we are 
letting you know that we have lost two 
of our EAS  founding members.  Jake 
Matthenius and Bob Cole.  Links to 
their obituaries are below.  We extend 



our condolences to their friends and 
family and are grateful for their many 
contributions to EAS and the entire 
beekeeping community.   

https://obits.lehighvalleylive.com/obitua
ries/etpa/obituary.aspx?n=jacob-c-
matthenius&pid=195337712 

https://austinandbarnesfuneralhome.co
m/tribute/details/2224/Willie-
Cole/obituary.html#tribute-start 

NEWS 

Beekeeper blamed for sparking massive 

Australian fire 

By Jorge Fitz-Gibbon 

February 4, 2020 | 5:47pm 

Fire crews work to contain a fire at the 
industrial suburb of Beard on Jan. 23 in 
Canberra, Australia.Getty Images 
MORE ON: 
AUSTRALIA BUSHFIRES 

One of the latest wildfires to ravage 

Australia was accidentally sparked by a 

careless beekeeper, according to new 

reports. 

The blaze was kicked up in the Pialligo 

Redwood Forest in Australia’s Capital 

Territory on Jan. 22 when a 

beekeeper’s “smoker” — a device used 

to keep bees calm — ignited the dry 

brush, the Australian Broadcasting 

Corporation reported. 

The fire has since shut down the local 

airport and threatened to engulf homes 

and businesses in nearby suburbs in the 

Canberra region. 

A government spokesman told the 

Canberra Timesthat beekeepers “self-

reported that they were involved in the 

ignition of the fire whilst undertaking 

bee surveillance activities around 

Canberra Airport.” 

Dermot Asis Sha’Non, president of the 

Canberra Region Beekeepers, told the 

ABC that the beekeeper inspecting the 

hives was trying to finish his work on 

deadline and before a “total fire ban” 

went into effect in the region. 

“The person inspecting wanted to keep 

in mind that there was a total fire ban, 

so worked to avoid that,” Sha’Non said. 

“But it didn’t work out.” 

A plane taxis as Canberra Airport is 

blanketed with bushfire smoke on Jan. 

23 in Canberra, Australia.Getty Images 



 

Instead, fuel used to generate the 

smoker’s fumes, which allow 

beekeepers to safely approach the bees 

for inspection or to collect honey, 

accidentally ignited brush nearby and 

sparked the fire, the ABC said. 

The bee colony was likely destroyed, the 

report said. 

The hives are maintained by “hobby 

keepers,” but are part of a national bee 

pest surveillance program that serves as 

an early warning system throughout 

Australia to detect the exotic species 

that could threaten other bees. 

It is run by Plant Health Australia, a 

national plant biosecurity coordinator. 

The fire is just one of many infernos 

that have burned through huge swaths 

of Australia for months, scorching 21 

million acres, killing at least 28 people 

and wiping out millions of animals. 

 
  

 

Do you have any club library books or videos 
to return? Please bring them back in a timely 
fashion so someone else can borrow them. 
Donations to our library gratefully accepted. 

 
 

 Do you have any bee related 
items to raffle at a meeting, All proceeds benefit 
the club and are greatly appreciated. 
 

 
Hospitality Hosts needed on a rotating 
basis. See Nancy Hall for the Sign Up 
Sheet 
 
           CLASSIFIED ADS 
 

 

Ads are complimentary for members of LIBC in 
good standing 

CLASSIFIED ADS DO NOT CONSTITUTE 
ENDORSEMENT BY THE CLUB. 
THEY ARE PRINTED AND SHARED AS 
INFORMATION ONLY. 

 
 

Package Bees for Sale 
Updated 02/10/20 
Rich Blohm - 631-271-7812 
beebiz44@gmail.com 
Wally Blohm-(Queens County) 718- 380-
0829 beevenom@verizon.net 
Steve Chen - 646-625-9910 
stevechenbees@gmail.com 
Deb Klughers- 631-377-1943 
debbie@bonacbees.com 



Nucleus Hives for Sale 
(Maybe in deep or medium frames) 
Updated 02/10/20 
Rich Blohm - 631-271-7812 
beebiz44@gmail.com 
Joe Magnoli- 516-724-4468 
earliestspringnucs@gmail.com 
Brendan O’Regan 917-689-9854 
AuthenticHoneyOfNewYork@gmail.com 
Donal Peterson - 631-827-1810 
3BeesApiary@gmail.com 
Tom Tyrell - info@TomsHoneyAndBees.com 
Dale Williams - 631-475-8315 
southbayapiaries.com 
 

Queens for Sale 
Updated 02/10/20 
 
Rich Blohm - 631-271-7812 
Beebiz44@gmail.com  
Steve Chen - 646-625-9910 
stevechenbees@gmail.com  
Joe Magnoli- 516-724-4468 
earliestspringnucs@gmail.com 
Donal Peterson - 631-827-1810 
3BeesApiary@gmail.com 
Tom Tyrell - info@TomsHoneyAndBees.com  
 
 

Plants for Sale 
Updated 02/10/20 
Sayville-Liz Marcellus 631-439-1487 
ecmflowers@optonline.net Organic bee-
loved trees, shrubs, & perennials 
Patchogue – David Tifford 631-475-7118 
jdtifford@optonline.net Organic bee friendly 
annuals and perennials. 

 
Insurance/Beekeeping 
Liability 
Updated 02/10/20 
Farm Family – Vincent C Daley 631-277-7770 
State Farm – Jim VonEiff 718-899-8985 
 

Local Honey for Sale 
Updated 02/10/20 
Bronx 

Brendan O’Regan 917-689-9854 
AuthenticHoneyOfNewYork@gmail.com 
Queens 
Queens - Walter Blohm, 718-380-0829 – 
beevenom@verizon.net 
 
NYC 
Nick Hoefly- 352-875-5642 
nick@astorapiaries.com 
 
Suffolk/Nassau 
Amityville - Rich Meyer - 917-681-1706 
rjmeyer1423@aol.com 
Bay Shore - Donal Peterson - 631-827-1810 
3BeesApiary@gmail.com 
Brookhaven - Dale Williams - 631-475-8315 
southbayapiaries.com 
Calverton/Muttontown- Joe Magnoli- 516-724-
4468 earliestspringnucs@gmail.com 
Huntington - Rich Blohm - 631-271-7812 
beebiz44@gmail.com 
Laurel- Tom Tyrell - 
info@TomsHoneyAndBees.com 
Nassau - Carl Flatlow - 516-510-6227 
carlthebeekeeper@icloud.com  
Rocky Point - John Hardecker - 631-744-9531 
hardecker@aol.com 
Smithtown - Moira Alexander - 631-265-8249 
ramoi@aol.com 
Stony Brook, Setauket, Old Field - Bill O'Hern 
- 631-938-6233 OHoneyBeeFarm@gmail.com 
Setauket - Wayne Vitale 516-680-
3020 wayne@spycoastbeefarm.com  
West Hills – Walter Scott – 631-549-2546 
wscott380@gmail.com 

 
Wedding Favors 
Updated 2/10/20 
Carl Flatow- 516-510-6227 
carlthebeekeeper@icloud.com 
Nick Hoefly- 352-875-5642 
nick@astorapiaries.com 
Joe Magnoli- 516-724-4468 
earliestspringnucs@gmail.com 
Bill O'Hern 631-938-6233 
OHoneyBeeFarm@gmail.com 
Donal Peterson 631-827-1810 – 
3beesapiary@gmail.com 

 
Hive and Wax Products 
Updated 02/10/20 
Bee themed gifts/jewelry - Lorraine Leacock 



at the Beetique 516-459-0140 
Lorraine@bluepointbee.com 
Bee themed gifts/jewelry/wax- Nick Hoefly- 
352-875-5642 nick@astorapiaries.com 
Wax- Fred Munzer – 631-243-3512 – 
munzer39@verizon.net 
Candles-Bill O'Hern 631-938-6233 
OHoneyBeeFarm@gmail.com 
Wax- Donal Peterson 631-827-1810 – 
3beesapiary@gmail.com 
Wax/Pollen – Tom Tyrell – 
info@tomshoneyandbees.com 
Wax/Pollen - Dale Williams 631-475-8315 
southbayapiaries.com 
 
 

Lip Balm, Creams Skin 
Care 
Updated 02/10/20 
Lip balms, cream skin care-Nick Hoefly- 352-
875-5642 nick@astorapiaries.com 
Lip balm-Bill O'Hern 631-938-6233 
OHoneyBeeFarm@gmail.com 
 
 
 

Equipment 
Updated 03/16/2019 
Ernest Herrington – dmherri@gmail.com 
Custom Beekeeping wooden ware 
Joe Magnoli- 516-724-4468 
earliestspringnucs@gmail.com 
Fred Munzer – 631-243-3512 – 
munzer39@verizon.net Glassware, frame 
spacers 
Donal Peterson 631-827-1810 – 
3beesapiary@gmail.com  glass, 
woodenware, frames, smokers 
Cliff Struhl http://info@beesmartdesigns.com 
Hive stands, covers, robbing screens, 
Bottom Boards, Frame grippers, feeders 
Dale Williams – 631-475-8315- 
southbayapiaries.com  Wooden ware and 
foundation 
 
 

 Bee-Line News 
 Membership 
 For Sale: Honey, Wax & Hive 

Products, Bees, Plants, Equipment 
and Insurance 

 Problems with Bees? Honey Bee 
Swarm Collection & Removal 

 Member Services 

© 2019 Long Island Beekeepers Club, Inc. 
 
 

Swarms/Bee Removals 
NYC 
Nick Hoefly- 352-875-5642 
nick@astorapiaries.com 
Queens 
Hillcrest: Walter Blohm**, 718-380-0829, 
Licensed & Insured beevenom@verizon.net 
 
Nassau County 
Western Nassau North Shore: Richard Blohm**, 
631-271-7812 beebiz44@gmail.com 
Oceanside, South Shore Nassau, Garden City: 
Carl Flatlow*, 516-510-6227 
carlthebeekeeper@icloud.com 
Merrick to Montauk-Joe Magnoli*-516-724-4468 
earliestspringnucs@gmail.com 
 
Suffolk County 
Amityville: Richard Meyer*, 917-681-1706, 
rjmeyer1423@aol.com 
Babylon: Stephen Halliday, 631-922-0152, 
dochalliday28@msn.com 
Brookhaven: Dale Williams**, 631-475-8315, 
southbayapiaries.com 
Dix Hills/Deer Park: Fred Munzer, 631-243-3512 
munzer39@verizon.net 
All Suffolk County: Donal Peterson**, 631-827-
1810 3beesapiary@gmail.com  
Eastern Suffolk: Deborah Klughers-Bonac*, 631-
377-1943 Debbie@bonacbees.com 
Huntington and Western Suffolk North Shore: 
Richard Blohm**, 631-271-7812 
beebiz44@gmail.com 
North Shore, Western Suffolk: Andrew Hulley**, 
631-561-9021 ajhulley1@gmail.com 
All Suffolk County: Donal Peterson**, 631-827-
1810 3beesapiary@gmail.com  
All Suffolk County: John Hardecker, 516-383-
1583 
 
 



            
A sugar mixer photo sent to us by Joe Magnoli, 
Congratulations on your invention. 
 
 
. 
 

 
A full class again. Great job! 
 

 
Moira has everyone’s attention! 
 

 
 
Roy is studying hard! 
 

 
Marianne and Joan snacking and greeting the 
members. 



 

 
 
Joan demonstrating mite counting. 


